[Oct. 1 practical conclusions which the enlightened physician will draw from the consideration of these in the treatment of its diseases. The imperfect mastication of the food in consequence of the loss of the teeth, the attenuation and atrophy of the muscular and mucous coats of the stomach and bowels, the diminution in the size and number of the lacteal vessels, and the contraction and induration of the mesenteric glands must necessarily retard and impede the formation and absorption of the chyle ; the progressive lesion of all the respiratory organs, the shrinking of the chest, the gradual wasting of the pulmonary parenchyma itself, and its diminished dilatability by the inspired air, the hardening and contraction of the larynx and bronchi, the thickening of their mucous covering, &c. all tend to render the aeration of the blood more and more imperfect; then the gradual changes in the substance of the heart and large bloodvessels,* too well known to all to require even a passing remark, the contraction and ultimate disappearance of the minute capillaries, to which is owing in a great measure the dryness and wrinkled state of the skin, the gradual enlargement of all the veins of the body, the inactivity of the lymphatic vessels in every part, the atrophy of the brain, spinal-marrow, and their nerves, the wasting of the muscles, the brittleness of the bones, not to mention numerous other organic alterations in every structure and tissue of the body?all these are most expressive indications that the machine of the body is becoming less and less able to perform its functions, and must therefore be less able to resist the encroachments of disease.
Besides these alterations in the solid parts of the body, equally obvious changes are going on in the composition and qualities of its fluids: these it is unnecessary to particularise; and we shall therefore now proceed to examine the interesting question, What are the most common and most fatal diseases of old age P
The following data will enable us to form an opinion on this subject. Dr 
